%.ait£ hee Pg 
GEE ITS 


452.5 


_ a” - wad - - * % _ __— 
- —__ I 5D. ————_—— _— 


7 


nn St omg 


3 


an 
_ 


— 


_ 


7, 


f Great Brittaine, 


ity, and moſt 
Oo 


zilant Paftour of 


B 
d Learned M 
ENEVA 


Z 


T0 TH 
GPNEV AH 


= 


Vi 


Noble, 


Fd 


. | 


Profcflour of D 


S] 
© 
5 
a, 
V 
> 
Q 
© 
had 
Ba 
Z 
a: 


Reverend 
Jo 


The Tranſlators Preface te the ſimple ſeduced 
- READER, TR 


Reader, 


Ay the Father of lights open thine Eyes to ſee over this 
ſtrangers ſhonlders, «vd by this impartial PeripeRtive, 
what thou,whileſt kept down thus low by thy gew Ma« 
ers a»d throwgh thy Seducers talle Mediunhgf nor 
bithtrto been ſuffered to perecive, it being till now purpoſely hi4 
from thine eyes : Behold a meere firanger that notwithſtanding his 
wanifo!d Obiigations and perſonal Ingagements to'a contrary 
Diſcipline in the Church, and different Forme of Government 
inthe State, yet over. ruled by the manifeſt Trath and Honeſty 
of the Kings Caule, breaks through all thoſe Reſtraints of bs Li- 
berty (4s farr 'as he may) to tell thee thus much plain Engliſh 
Truth, Behold here Geneva's veneration and full vind:cation too 
of thine 'own Mother the Church of Englaud as it flood under Ep:ſ- 
copacy, traduced here at bome by her own Spurions brood for Sue 
gerfft ions, Popiſh, Antichrift ian, what not? And this Apology die 
relted to the Aſſembly-men #n anſwer to their Letter what ever it 
was. Behold bere ag ainacleare Juſtificationot the K:ng,vilified 
by-his own for that. for which Strangers do admire Him, His 
Clemency, Hu Inclinations to Peace, His Aits of Grace,&c. Be- 
hold here the root of Gall,that which hath brought forth all theſe 
Nationa!ll M:iſchi:fes, the Popylar Tumvls and Conſpiracies 
pointed at here. the. onely evident cauſe of the Kings Divorce 
from the Parliament. See here by whors poore Ireland was defer 
ted : one thing a'ſo tho mayeſt here take notice of from theſe (tan. 
Grs by,That the Clergy their own proper Sphere. may be as fit 
and a5 honeſt,and perhaps, in ſome reſbeits moreable, for the zood 
{peed of a Treaty, ther thoſe that ds ſlight e557 with utrer Pre- 
terition. Laſt of all, behold-here the Lojall and Religious Sub- 
jects onely Militia,or his own proper Magazine, rowet,the knowne $0... > ny. 
Laws of the Land, that ard Prayer. and Submiffion are the on2ly 6 ME 
ceſenfive weapons allowed here by this Malter of Fence. /[ ſay no $09. 13. 1+ t, 
noreto thee, ſave only, that 1 doc heartily pirty thee, and. therefore #14: (t-wirre. 
T doe Fill, pray for thee, and far. all thy Fellow-bondmen, tha; 
God will bring.into the way ef Truth all ſach as have erred 2nd 
ere dectived, Amen, A 3 Remerend, 
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Revorend, Godly, and worthy Sirs, our Deare Brethren 
' and Companions iu the warke o| the Lord, 


F propottionably to the griefe, we have conceived ax 
your Letters (whergin you have expreſſed the moſt 
ſad-face of your affaires) we had but 23 mae Qhility 
eicher by our Confolations to aflwage-your Sorrowes, 
or by our Counſels to cale your Burthens, or by atiy 

._ -. eur Co-operation to help your Extremity, we ſhould 
thinke our {elves very happy in ſo well correſponding wich 
your. honourable, and moſt loving compellation of us ;and 
right glad weſhould be thus to requite you with ourbe# and * 
effetuall good offices. Bur alaſſe, as the (cantnefſe of 'onr Ca+ 
Pacity in this kind, io the Tenorance of the more inward cauſer 
of io many miſeries, and chiefly the Perplex and dangerom 
Natwre of the Matters now ts Agitation among you: Al theſe 
put together, ftrike us quite Dumbe; w2 are as men wholly 
ata (and, able onely (in a kind of Silent Aſfoniſhment orho'y 
herronr) co admire, and toadore that Finger of God, which 
now lifted up over you all, 
-- Duc ſince, beingdy you {© lovingly inviced to ir, we muſt 
needs at laſt breake off Oar flevee, we 42re reduced to an Cx- 
eraordinary Suſpence both of Mindes and of Pens, what to lay 
firſt or laft, or indeed whar to ſay ar all. Rog , 
" Ang g90v in theend, after g's deliberation, leaſt, as Jo : 
friends, we ſhould traiilgrefle Dy precipitate or unſealonab's 
- diſcourſe : Behold our Hearts and Monrhes top-full of tne 
Sences avd Expreſſions of our hearty Commileration _ 
Eyes running down with Teares of Compaſhon, ons emens 
even {ivolne up with Sighes and Groanes at your CH 
Thele arechey, God is our Witnefle. char fill-np the great 
partof onr private Prayers,of otir pub!ice Devotions;Fallings, 


and Humiliations : Tn all which'we are reſolved t6 give -- 
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| Faber of Mercier no reft; wnrill your Tranquility being onee 
{ more ordained in Heaven, God doe extend Peace upon Earth 
| ante you all like a R:ver, and the fulneſſe of his Bl:ſi:g, like 
an ever-flowing Streame, | 
' Onraffaires, yea. the g:nerall Intereſt of all the Reformed 
| Charches are fo cloſely involved in yours, and fo mutually de- 
| pending heron, That your ſafety once procured aſſures us all of - 
our oivn good Eftates, Therfore eſpecially during this grievons : 
| Tempeſt, whic'y may ſeem to bring about again the heavy time 
| of the Saints'great Primitive Tribulatinw, we are, in a manner, 
 tempelled with trembling Hearts and Lipps, to poivre out our 
| Lamentations inte the Exres of our mot gracious &H cavenly 
Fier,no longer now onely prepating to contend by Fire, as 
he once revea'ed itin a Y:/fow to his Prophet * Ames, but already * Anas -Þ 
| for 2 long time really contending by Fire \ndeed.: And how 4» F- 
| then can we forbeare from crying out, .O' Lord forgive, ceaſe © 
'4 Wabeſeech thre, by whom fhall Jacob. ariſe, for he is (mall, and 
| nund about all in a flame, by the five of thy burning Indignation ! 
| From this our owne Watch-Tower, uncoucht as yer by 
{ Divine miracle: We have beheld this furious Conflagration 
; Freading ir ſelfe all over ; We have ſcen the Gr:ſocn- Italian 
| Churches ucterly defaced, The Golpell in Bohemia its ancient 
1 Sear, wholly extirpatel; The Pala:mete devoured; The 
| French Churc2:3 depcivedof all hamane ſapports, and refuges, 
| like ſo many povre little Callow: Birds, alive indeed, bur only 
i tacing pleaſure : The G:rmah Churches almoRt all overſhaken, | 
>” } ya, more then halfe deſtroyed; your own Jrelerd {walloied 
Y Þ ipwith at unexpeted delnge of Aſaſſizes and. Robbers; One 
# nely thing was wanring to that,hage heape of pubiike cala- * This & & 
' Þ| mity, Namae'y, that floaciſhing England, the very Eye and ex- very large 
C | ielency of all the Churches, Chriftr own choyee, gurchaſe, and pe- Teſtimony of 
& | tuber; The'Switurry of the afflited, the Arcrnall of thi the flours 
* Z fant-hearted, thr Magauuns of the Needy, that Rop2ll S$tans ſring Eftate 


en 


® I} 4&4 of g10d bepe,* ſhonld by fo nniooke for an Aecident; of the churely 
* | Vithonr any externall enemy, or Forrain Impreſſion, beeome of England 
t Ih 2manner, its own F-/o ds +, and makean end of ir felfe 25 1+ food 
? I'Miifirs own cracl{ hanJ;. What a fad SpeRacle is this td ſee wnder rs Ee 


{ Bar Church rhys crodden under £5012 To- fee that glorighs p:ſcopall Goe 
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Fonld of 'our Lord thus ranſanckt, yea worried, not. by: the 


wilde Beafts of the Forreſt, not torne in peeces by the Merci» 


lefſe Pawes of the Lion, or of the Wolfe, bur utcerly. dif. 


mermbred by its own unvaturall ſheep inraged and exaſperg. 


red one againſt another : An horred exawple this, and till new 


never heard of among the reformed Churches, It ſeems here. 
tofore like Chrifts own trne ſheep, they were kept tame by the 
feare of God, nnired by the tame bond of Faith, knit toperher 
by the Apprehenfion of the common enemy, and-ſo long they 


did both exprefe and exercile holly and faithtully their mye 
tvall Cha.ity, quiet, and unity amongft themſelves + in all 


which, they preſerved themſelves from the Rage of the Wolfe 
by che Chriſtian Gmplicity of their own good Conditions, by 
the Innocency of their pious lives, by the Sanity of their 
Reljgion, by the Conſtant nndaunrednefle of their holy Faith, 
But now we are wholly [truck with herror at the Charge of that 


* C';/l that ſo g£/oYios Face * of yonr Church, whileſt we heare at thisDi- 
was wnder ance the loud report of thoſe deadly Warrs that are now fla- 
Ep:ſcopacy, Ming up betwizt the King and kis people, to ſee at Daggers 


drawing indeed, Brethren againſt Brethren, Parents againſt 
their ownChildren,Chrifts Sheep pmihing againR and goaring 


_ their owne Fellawes,nay,their owne Shepheards : At, all this 


we arentterly amazed, and world ſcarce bave beleeved, That 
anthe ſelfe ſame pitched Field, one and the ſame God and Far 
ther, in the name of one and the ſarne Mediator, at one and the 
famse time, could. be invecated foy help on both fies, to ſhed the 
bleed of thoſe, that for the M1 ajor-part had hitherto by ſo many 
cleare Demonſtrations in the. whole equall courle of their 
lives, equall in their Piety towards God, equall in their love 


and Lojalty towards their Country, approved thernſelves ſuch - 


faichfull and-true Brethren one to another. Strange , That 
theſe ſhonld now-againkt their own Bowel!s turn all their war- 
like power, far better if imployed in the juft punithments of 
their own treichereus Neighbours, or towards the rejletC of 
their. dearelt Brethzen, lo long bowing the back under the 
weight-of their bondage, and even at the lalt gaipe for help. 

What marvaile then, if thele your: cruell diitractions have 
awakened. yea, Jivided eyento a variety the judgenIents ani 
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| bur that fora while we did ſomewhat Ragger ar; and aviir were: 
: {aQuare abonr ir; yet:that demurre of ours did neither pro- 


cher fide, as not being called upon by cither, neither publilely 
| gorprivately, till now of late in your reference unto us, which 
{ we (0 reckon as no ſmall piece of Honour, fince in your efteetn 
| gur Judgement may ſeem of ſo much weight, as able ro ads 
} vance or ballance down either party, both being of ſuch extra< 


.} ordinary qualicy. | 


| 1, Wehave conteined onr ſelves withm the bounds of a cone 

| forable judgement, and imparciall charity, towards botk 

' Parties, for indeed yee are both Brethren ; We have neither 

| my exceedet the compaſle of our own meaſure, but ſill kept 

| 4 meane, as _rejoycing on the one hand at thoſe good'things- 

| which we did heare were entertained with the general! ap- 

| plauſe of all good men-; So on the other hand, we could nor 

| for behold with griefe thoſe other Siniſter paſſages that in: 

? themſelues did c2:ry a more fatall appearance. We were over-: | 

* Jojed. at che * Iſſue of rhe Scorriſh troubles, tharſeemedar firſt * Firkows - 

; topreſage a combuſtion not unlike this of yours, and yet far Barrel or 

; feener quenched, for as by GoJs own admirable handi-worke, Bloud-fbed; 

| ($0 by rhe never-enough-magnified of your moſt graciow Kiny, 

! ind by the Concord of that wary Nation) that fire was in 

.} Ume pur out, or ever ic d 4 burſt teto a more open flame. Ar 

" the firſt report of chele your own Commotiens, our mindes: 
| vere poſſeſled with a good hope that all paſt offences mighr 
} vith che ſame prompricude and facility be forthwith repaired, 

7 indall matters compoſed: So that what ARions or Counſeſls | 
} hould appeare amiſle, might by the Benignity of the beſt of = 
} Princes be eaſily redrefſed, and eonſequently both Church and 

{ Commonwealth wichout noiſe or bloodſhed be kept in due 

} vrder ; In purſuance of all which;we could not but «dmire the 

| kappy and glorious beginnings of the Parliament, and rhe 

j were then Fatherly affettion of: His moſt gracious Majeſty, evi-- 


Cc 


+ 


j G&nced by his enaRting thoſe Lawes, from which for the time Y 


| * eome, there was a cleare hope of a Government. full of 
$ Quity, andFced from all corruption ; Anexanmple wot fo rare, 
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as midecd ſingular in this our wild Generation, ſo fertile of wins 

lent, Powers. and Prirces, ' But all theſe our goodly hopes were | Tha 

ſoore-blafied by that Raging Storme'and Tempeſt of populay - Yee 

T wnults among you, that dd force away borh your moſt tas Thor 

crorus Prince from Hu Parliament, a4 alſo a great part of the Y.c 

Parliament fromut ſelfe. Since which we have heard mdead "& | 

many attemprs and enterpriſes, many Propoſitions and Projefts,bue Y; 

all of them core 10 nothing, nothing F_ yet brought to perfetton, C [ 
nothing is. yet rightly ſetled or eſtabliſhed. | FRY 1 

T he buſineſſe of the Church raight ſeem the chieſe ObjeA of 


your care and Sollicitude : It it had been handled and debated 1 hy 
ac tim@s, and with winds calme and quiet, had the oppofite | f | 
judgements been compared and impartially weighed one with It 
another, ſuch an orderly courſe might happily have purehaſed. J,, ; 


a laſting Peace to your Kingdome, andalſo rendred unto your / bf 

Church thar moſf defired Primitive face of the eApeſtolicall I * 
s Such was times 3 burbeho!d bow quite contrary the Event hath-fallen I 
Epucopacy ont ? for the minds of both ſides. being averſe frodd 2 vio.. 37 
wm irs f/t ently bent one againſt another, this very matter hacth-proved 
Apoſtolicall the great Rock of offence by exaſperating the woundand tea : 
vigourof cif ring it wider and wider, by diſtrating more and moreafſutider 
cipline and the hearts-of each party, diliempered enough already rhrotish 
Coverne- former partiality.and diſcord of affe&ions. Nay if -the repont 
ment, the hetrue, theſe Church-Diſtraitions have opened a wide x. 


_ nts: wy 4 | - 
Biſhop Carleton ro be the beſt Forme of Church: Goverement, aud alſo did © 
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Ihr the Spirit of Divſon hath ſo plentifally ſowne among 
Fon his pernicious Tares of Feares and Jealeufes, that they have 
Joc onely fruRified, but even overgrown all over all manner 


of Matual Truſt, in deſpight of {o many Royal F roteft ations 


Jhlcd and bound up with fo many moſt gre: vous Ymprecations. 
Fut the very top and height of all our Sorrowes on your behalfes, 
Thath been this, Thar all chatcurſed faell thus heaped on, 1s now 
Etlaſt kindled into « blonudy War, lengthened on borh ſides. by 
Multiplication of deadly fexcs : So that during ſuch an Uni - 


Irerſali Combuſtion, what ever mens bare words, and never (0 
Tfrqnent Proteftations otherwiſe may pretend, yet the Royall Bo- 


Four, Power and D ignit '7 cannot but fat! into utter contempt * and 
pnrthe contrary, the licentiouſneſſe of the moſt audariom and law- 


Fhſe canner but gather Strength, ard outgrow the other: and then, 


I0equently Piety muſt needs decay, muwall Love and Cha- 
Ficy muſt wcerly vaniſh away, avdin Read thereof « &nde of 
ſevere Difpoſition, yea brutiſh Rage muſt needs invade at laſf 


Tbe Mendes and Manners of the Men of this Generation, who 


I inproceſle of time will no longer looke upon the old Original! 
Canſes that began the War, but tather upon the ner murua!! 


Ilbjuries tieſhly done, or received in the very Progreflle or Pro. 
kemtion of the Warr between rwo Parties divided far more by 


2 odious difference of Reproachiull Names, as it were, Inta- 
mons brands fixed upon each other, then really by the Cauſe it 
elſe, It had been far more cake unte us; andall good men elſe, 
twdeliver our Judgements upon your Caſe; had the Major pare 


If either ſide differed from the other, either in the more Efſen- 


tall points of Relipion, er elſe difſented about the Fundamen- 


Jtall Lawes of the Commonwealth ; or had either Party been 
F oppreſſed b by the other in a dire way of open Perſecution, 
I tt bad there been an IntrodaRtion of Publile Tyranny avainit 12ers - that 
Ihe Laws through the baſeneſle and pufillanimity. of the other fr}? begs 

I Party : But 3s for you, you have aboundanr cau{e of Comfort !hat Way 
J ir Security againk all theſe evills«c fince by vertue of your own whoſe New- 


b Woe be to 


 necehhty,vs4 


I bjnice, ftrangers themſelve can ſo far off ſo plainly perecive an condemne 
LIK Cc Towit, in « farre, quiet, Legall Parliamentary Way, Bot in 4 M artial! 
Wy : therefore he mentions uot at ll the power of Armes, bu; ox{ythe Po 
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. moſt. juſt and payerfull Laws, thoſe LAB: that afready havel.. 


| Tndifferently. agregd upon by the generall cofffent of . ff FE) 


, 


Fg concerved, yO d : 5 with eale prevent, Or pur all thoſe foremey b 


» 


-, tiozed evills/ which in other Kingdoms may feem 2lmor i 
-. avo;dables All theſe confderations put together, have we, {8 
.vs for a long while ſerionfly to deliberate and alviſe be ns 3 
 mi»hr be at laſt, the beſt expedient left to procure as boneft ant. 

ſure Peaze among you. Indeed, we have been inney Scandal; 23 
wed, that a/l the HMedrations of. teverall Kingdoms and Provin# 
ces in Teagve with you, have been tried and uled all in vaine 
Howbeit it came into our mind to proponnd this exe Med;ynd 
_ more whether now at laſt there be yet any hope to-bbrain fol 
_ the Km; molt gracious Majeſty, and trom the P arhamentthach 
of borh ſides Eccleſiaſtrcall Perſons rnay he choſen © " pnque+! » 

{tioned Truſt, and Fame-proofe beyond all ſuipirion, © whom! by 

. this great bulineſſe may be commited, Namely, tha8Compa-Y+ 
ring thechiefe points n2v in controverſie, they.may ChalkeY- 
_ out ſome good way towards as holy Peace, Butfirft theſe Men: 
muſt by Gods good Spirit, themlelves be diſtoftfed of all Exlti- 
ous Inclinations, thit to they may become fit Umprres and 
 Truftees of the Publite Peace, 4 impartjall Ambaſſadours of 
_ Reconciliation between both Parties, and allo able and Studious 
| too. by all their Speeches, Exhortations, and Sacred Obteftativ 

+... 0n5S,to charme the Hearts th:t on both ſides are fo obdaratein i}. 

"'Watrand Bloudihed. This were the ready way, by thus inter 

.. poling the Sacred Cenſer in the very middeſt of theie Publike 

>... Aames te quench al, the hearc-burnings : for who knoivs whe} 
| ther at the devour Prayers and holy groanes of Pertons Sacred} 

thus proſtrateart rhe foot-ſtoole of the Heavenly erace, the Dr} 
vine power and glory may not break out once more, and ſhev 
_ forth it {eſe by moving the hearts of both Parties co.lay downeY;: 
'**8ll hatred, and publike enmities. The onely way to procure Þ- 
Juch ſound Counlell of bath Gdes, and to purchaſe again the 
_ precious bleſſing of a generall Peace, is eſpecially when alF. 
hamane helps faile; te call in the Divine Afſitance, which 10. 
man didever try-in yaine. By theſe good means that-may be 
brought to patſe (what cannot bz hoped for from Civill Warp 
however the lucceſle prove) that by a voluntary Inclioriogts 1 
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age which God hath ra- we the 
F ©ouily beto;yed'npon you, imployed, yea, utterly waſte in Reputation | 
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